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i. » FUWUSU,

IMPORTER of chiua mid qeneiiawart), and dealer in glassware,
cutler), lamps, caudelabraa, girandoles, waiters, Untaauia war*,

nltled ware, kc., kc.,
Km received, wiUiiu lire laat few uiouUm, by tire aliiy Chesapeake,

bow Liverpool and otherwise, upwards of
900 CRATEH AND C.AMKH OP WARE,

which make Ilia aaaortiueui equuJ lo any in Uie country, constating,
Ul usrt, aa follows, via
uold-band aud plain while eliiua dinner and denucrt avta, and dalacbedpieces, consisting of caaaeroiea, coutpoleers, liigb aud low

baskets, dishes. platen, kc., kc.
Hu ll aud plain tea net*, aud detached piecea
A variety of dinner acta, do Ob
Ucauul'ul toilet acta, dodo
Rich and plant punch howla
Rich iwiuted cuudeiabrue
A large aaaortment of girandole*
Rich aud low priced vaaea, ulumei bidders]i'lated and other candluaticka, cuke baakela
Britannia tea and cotfee acta, winters and lamp*Ivory-handled knivea, knives and forks, threaded and plain,plated and ulbata forks.

GLASSWARE.
Rich cut and plain deeaiilorn, gnbletl, chainpagnra, liock gloaaea,

wines, muikicra, cordial glaaaea, linger howla, salvers, doat howla,dishes, hoquet lioldera, kc.
A large aaaortiuent of common ware at wholcaale and retail, aa

lew aa it rati be purchased In the country.
Htour warea at the munulUcturora' pricea.
Dec. #.eoil'lni Store in Odd Fellows' Hall, 7tli (treet.

McC-yutock Young,
Attorn*} and Counttllor-at-Law,

UAVINU resigned the office of Chief Clark of liM Treasury De
pertinent, which he haa held for thu laat sutteen yeara, haa re"enured tiic praclicu of bia proleatuon.

He will tie vole ilia principal altenlion to the prooecution uf claims
before Congress, the several departments, and couiuiiawouera on foreignindeuiulliea.
To uiaure sarly auention to claims against the War, Navy, Home,ml i'tieC Office Departure n Is, including business Willi the Patent

Office, he haa mude arrangements with the moat efficient ugcuts ui
tVaslnngtoii lo assist hito, by which buaiueaaof any uature connect
cd with the government, contided lo him, will be certain lo bo acted on
in the most prompt mnunar.
Usnaancga.Hon. R. 0. Taney, Chief Justice of the United

Mutes, end gentlemen who have been heads of departments or membersof either bouse of Congress since the year ItSR).
<MBp«s at bia residence on F, between lSUi and 1Mb atreeu.
Nov 13.<11 mil

WlaUr't Balaam of Wild CAerry.
WHAT lime establishes and conaecratca; what experience adoptsand confirms; what all men in all placca unite in saying ia goodand valuable, ia ao, uo doubt. A popularity of tbia aort llxea in societyIts roots ao deep and so strong that lime cannot destroy it. The
success which baa attended this medicine Ibr several years past baa
overcome the prejudleewof all respectable men, and the article has
taken a stand among the first claaa of discoveries and blessings of the
age; and when resorted to In season, eradicates the disease for which
it Is recommended.

From the Boston Post
Dr. S. W. Fowle, 136 Washington street, bus an article entitled as

above, wiiicb we believe ia the best preparation hitherto discovered
Ibr the curs of colds and other consumptive complaints. Havingtested this medicine, we can speak with confidence as to its salutaryeffects In removing colds and other complaints incident to Ibis season
of Uie year.
For sale by K. 8. PATTERSON,Nov. 33.tf Washington, I). C.

Washington City Agency.
('HARLES ADBRT, Attorney at Law, will give his attaiition to the

I prosecution of claims before Congress and the Executive Department*.office, F street, near Treasury Department, Washington,D.8.
mirsasKcss.

Hon. Daniel Webster, Robt. C. Winthrop, Abbot Lawrence, HamuelD. Bradford, esq., Boston ; Hon. C. W. Lawrence, Hon. Edward
Curtis, Messrs. Howland It Aspiitwoll, Fox It Livingston, E. A U. W.
Blunt, Aluop A Chancey, William 8. Weunorc, esq., New York:
Hou. James Buchanan, Pennsylvania; lion. Ueo. M. Dallas, Hon. J.
K. lugrraoli, St. Geo. T. Campbell, esq., B. W. Richards, esq., 8.
Merris Wain, esq,, Stephen Baldwin, eaq., Philadelphia; Hon. Louis
McLean, iioa. Robert M. McLean, Baltimore; Hon. Robert J.
Walker, Rev. Smith Pyne, R. S. Coze, esq., Messrs. Corcoran A
Kiggs, Washington) lion. Jeff. Davis, Hon. Henry S. Footc, Miasm
nppt i Hon. 8. W. Downs, Louisiana. Nov 96.dlinif.

Cms-mat's Adosa,

SOIREE DANSANTE.L. Catosi has the pleasure to Inform hisI friends, patrpns, pupils, and the public generally, that the favorite
(birrs* will be recommenced on 'Fbursday evening, November M,and be eoatinuod every Thursday daring the season. L. C. would
also state that the Saloon will be brilliantly illuminated with
use, having, at very considerable expense, effected bis object uf
uiiabty lighting up the lialla for dancing.
He bas engaged Mr. Weber's celebrated cotillon band, who will,

iwruculariy On this occasion, introduce several at his new and faah
m .liable polkas, waltzes, reduaa, Ac.
Tickets of InviMUon for ladies in aM parte of the city have been

irepared, sad are now in the course of distribution. Those ladles
who amy not receive their tickets will confer a fhvor by sendlot
UwirMM sad ptacn of residence to L. Carusl, ml th* Hainan, 1 llli
street. Nor. S3.If.

Rt .IDT-MAUK Uoadi for Utnllunnb.Wi Itaro jut
ojHrnrrt m large and beautiful assortment of ready made goods;

suiongei whieh may bo found
Overcoats of the various stylo* now worn
llmi anil frock roots of Um Iateat style and beat material
Mack and other business coats in variety
I'antaloona and rnk, a largo supply aiwaya on band.
OMban wtaking a aait or any articia for immediate aae. will

had our stuck mucb supenur, both tn material and workman*bip, to
a bat they bare grurraily louud. We bare no hcaiUitioa ut saying
Hal tbey cannot be eaceUad ui an) rsspsit.
We bate aieo a Due slock of guada to wake to order abould wo

not bare a At In the atore, and thus planmm erery Ibacy.
Of bacy goods, ahtru, hosiery, Mc., our stock u largo and good.

We respectfully invite a call from clliseos. oar country friend*, and
(ranger*; our prices aball be rigbt and no deviation.

VOt'NO It Oiti.M,
3 doora west of Brown's Hotel, fena. nrenne.

lire 8.Jtawlin
7'(MilKM Butter, Klonr, Sbe.-Landing this day.
U 67 kegs freslt Orange county dairy Putter, late made

Ml kega Uoabcn Butter of selected dairies, put np for^family aae
in Dataware eonatr, New York.

137 kega deuce Utade Butler,from Somerset county, i'enniylva
ata.

54 boierEnglish dairy Cheese
56 barrels superior Paunsylrania Buckwheat Flour
130 bags Bertlleheui Bucfewbeat Flour, containing SO and 36 lbs.,

superior gaalMy
63 barrels aztra Ueneanc Family Flour. .

For tale by UBU. A THUd. PARKER A CO.
Dec 4.JuwSw Opposite Brown's Motel.
L'RKUI fisUsi, Caaslaweree, aaad Veatisana.Uenticinni
r in want of smu of clofltcs made to order, in an riegant and fash
inaablsttyts.eaa now he certainly suited by ralllag on ua, baring
tbi* day opened, direct firmW tbe Importers, an extensive dock of
Prsnrb, Kaglub, and American cloths, caasimares, and resting*, of
ike Anest and most calebraird make, and certainly at audi vary reducedfigures at will, we Itaak, Insure a eata. Aay garment ordered
will be ready at a day at two's notice, and a satisfactory At aiwaya
tuaraaticd. Also, fast received, a cheap and weil-aasurtod supply
S irniienira's nsenao pbirta and drawers i merino and Isaahtwool
sea* | kid, caskmare, aad'msnae gloves; biak silk and feney satin
cravat* | oik and Imaacambrtr bondksretua*, saapaaders, Me.
Wa would reopectfWIly aollrlt a rail from members of CengrvM,

'banger*, and the ctuaens of Wenhiagtna generally.' BARNF.rt M MITCHELL,
Between Mh and Mh streets, Pennsylvania avenue.

Dee 5 MawBf »

A Card la thafablle.
WB have M-day received, per esprase, a large supply t* ladies'

while and Maek, aalta and kid aiippsrs, gaiter boots aod saw
brnidered sandals i aloa, gum owe* shoos, various patterns, amongot
kick wM bo found dm utliibtatad Nam York " gossamer," a vary

Hgbt and heaottfal arttrte; tadteo' gum boots.
For gentleman dress aad wafer-proof boots, patent leather shoes

and t'oagraoa boot*, gum otaeOe over abacs, and generally a tame
talk of heavy goads sonatas fer the seoooa, and sua* a* arc usually
ksfl ia lbs most siloaatvs amahtiahmrnts. All of which are offered

« bi lnali or retail at modtraas prtaai.
A. OOYLB M BUN.

Dse 4.eadlw _.
L'HKMH FrmMa, dbti. Mad received from tale arrivals.
r imi hoses, half and quaraer bases fredi bench Batsias

3anna natal Pi. , ro Java and fancy base*
33 boxen frceh Ueaoa Citron
67 draam Pisyrsa sew Fi^.
ffi kep Malaga tirtpo, la baa order
Id baas* Ami Lemons

l«» Ma. BOW Zaata Cnrranw
I* MrrrK rnom

IMI Ik*. MamatHaa AJBrand.
im do Mi Paraa Not*
m do do nibarm
to baafcal* ww doaUwrn r«»nul>.

For Ml* hjr UBO. k TIIOS. PAKKKK k CO.
I*c4-JMwfer Oppomta Brown'. Hotrl.

FARCY IIAUW WU.-W. riUCHBK, importer of *u

tmnray, tow RM rraelred dirrrt from tit* manufhrtorer * aory
>.r|. amorum-nt of *acy w*i, of IIM an* bnlkant color*, put up
"« .mail hoi*. anil parkafiw i which be wlH rail at law prtfra, at
itatMHier*' Hall, wbara mike can to bad at thraa and tonr cent, a

N*. -on. third Ira* than It I* aotd elrawhere

Mr P I LABIIB bZ^bLw'v^ZLw. » thertilb.. of
Waetflnfton and Owofjrtnwa, thM hW toff'M willr+"T*n* Taaaday, Iftb of Noyatnbee, at bl* rartdaaca, aa Pann.ylraarena*,napoeit* WBhud'* Hdd.

Hay. of toltJon! Waablnfton.Taaadaya, Tbaraday*. aad Matar<»*»;U*ora*town--Mondayi aad rrfdajm.
P. H Mr. 1,. wlO commune* la «r>of»*town on Monday, toth

N'lrenrtiar, at Teatpardbce Hall, on Brldft .treot"**.®-.dtf

&II H VtaMaa 1 11 II" ad tha latot httolaa
tylra. Thi. day rraataad par *«*rmn aa la»* <* of Myi 0*»la

WHna, Armani, and lilt ' *>Hi tntt* and mantilla*, ofaotlrely
JW and eleoant etytaa, to whirl. wa invite lb* Ft*"nfdn IHrtrwt! r. H. HOOR A CO.
No* It).3wlf flirtel. Ra|hl

</ml«
GENERAL COHIIIIIOH MERCHANT

No. ttOrhvieT (treat, N. 0.
karaaancB*..Una. J. % J. Daniel, Hob. A. W. V»n*bt«.
"a*. B3- 3m

_

Irving Hotal. Waahimctan,
CI*ram / Pmaybatlt aa.na* aad liUA .traat.

, nF.1VTI.UIBN and famillm who may patomlxa tht* betal will
'J And it in Moellont ordar. It* *ltnatlon i. one of tha knot la the

'

and tba rataMl«hmoat la all N( appidnn la wtdt ralealatad
lo invar* tba gomlbil kf Iba «n**t».

i. THOMAS,
"ay. id- **3w Lata of tha Howard Hotal, Haw York.

An Intarwsllng
Without passing uny opinion upon the subject of the

following argument, or, indeed, without having time to
consider it, we cheerfully lay it before our reader*. We
kuow its author,-and no clearer head nor purer heart
belongs to any Atnericau citizen.

For the Union.
Power 0/ Consuls to remove Merchant Captains 1 or, an
examination into the legality and propriety of the conductof Gorham Parks, esq , late United St ilts Consul
m Rio de Janeiro, in the removal of the captains ofthe ships "Pacific" and "Xyton," and of the schooners
"Friendship" and "Sacramento."
The National intelligencer, of about the middle ofJune last, published a memorial addressed to the Presidentof the United Stales, and signed by a number ofhighly respectable gentlemen of New York, the material

portions of which are the following :
''The undersigned, merchant!, ship-owners, underwriters,anil others iuterctied in the commerce ol (he United

Suites, respectfully beg leave 10 call your nttcnllon to the
courts pursued by Gorbaui Parks, consul oi the UnitedStates st !<io Janeiro.

"It appears he has assumed and exercised tho power oi'
summarily removing the masters of tho ships Pacific andXylol), and of appointing and placing pthors in their stead,
upon complaints oi their conduct by passengers. We have
reports also oi oilier instances, and it is to ho apprehendedhe will continue the same course.
"The undersigned doom the course 10 unwarranted by

any legal uutlioniy which ho possesses.so dangerous an
exeicite of ttrbitrury power in a distant place, and ono
putting at liaz trd property to so large an amount, and the
righto of 10 rtnntty different |mreon*, i a manner so highlyinjurious to, if not destructive to, their interests.that it
should he immediately checked and prevented."Tbey therefore respectfully request that, as n mark of
disapproval ol such a course, the said conjul may lie itn-
mediately dismissed or susp.-ntlud." Sinned by.
J. B. StittHibtliwalte, V. P. Edwin Bartiett,
New Vork lus. Co. Lexington Ins. Company,A. B. Neil.on, President Sun Columbus Ins. Company,Mutual Ins. Co. Agencies by Jos. Hoxie,Walter It.. Jones, Prist. At- Astor Mutual Ins. Company,latitio Mm. lus. Co. Zsbedee Cook, Prest. GoneJohnT. 1'nppan, V. Pre St. id Mutual Ins. Company,Union Mutual lus. Co. N. G. Rutgers, Prest. NasliJotinWalker, Prest. Mcrcau- vllle Ins. and Trust Co.
tilo Mut. Int. Co. Agency by A. B. Holmes,Chas. 11. Marshall, Uriniiell, Minturu, ic Co

Howland Sc Asninwall, Win. Whltelock, jr.Davis, Brooks, Ar Co. Hubert Keninit.
Andrew Foster Sc Sons, J. Howard Sc Son,Fox it Livingston, Poirler Frereai
E. D. Hurlbut Sc Co. Barslow St Pope,Taylor Ac Merrill, Howes, Godlrey, Sc Co.
Booner,Grave <, iV Co. Cltastolain Sc Pouvert,P Harmony St Nephews, Taylor iV Hitoh,
Frederick A Delano, Kiuhardson, Wauon.dc Co.
Alsopdc Ckauncey, Spoilord, Tileston, St Co.
The Intelligencer introduced the foregoing memorial,

with the following remark*:
"Tht Consulate at Aio Jatuiro .A change which has

been lately announced in the consulate at Rio Janeiro, to
which ex-Governor Kent is appointed in place ol the in
enmbent, has probably induced the transmission to us, by
the eminent merchants and companies whose names are
signed, ul' the following copy of a remonstrance recentlyaddressed to the President ot the United States against cer-
tain late official acts In that consulayp." i

It might seem that the impression intended to be conveyedby the Intelligencer's language was, that Mr.
Parka'B removal had been the resuli of the New York
memorial, and of the acts therein complained of. The
Washington correspondent of lha New York Journal of
Commerce, however, and the correspondents of other
respectable administration prints, placed the change in
the consulate at Rio de Janeiro upon political grounds,
To a removal upon the latter considerations, Mr Parks
does not and could not, with consistency and propriety,
as is conceived, take exception. Against the naked act
of dismissal he has uttered not a murmur. He has welcomedthe new incumbent with every mark of frieneship
and respect, and has expressed gratification at having
been succeeded by so distinguished a gentleman as GovernorKent.
The friends of Mr. Parks are unwilling, however, that

bis removal shall be ascribed to improper conduct, even
by innuendo; and one of them would consider himself
unmindful of the obligations imposed by a sense of duty
to a fellow-citizen, did he not use the facts and evidence
within his reach to make manliest to the puhuc that the
action complained of by the respectable gentlemen of
New York, so lar from authorizing or occasioning a dis
missal from office, was not oniv legal and proper, hut
such as should elicit rucomium* from all just men.
The high reputation tor intelligence and probity enjoyedby the New York memorialists, at once entitles

me grounds 01 uirir complaint to a resprcuui investigation,ami preclude* the supposition that their action was
dictated by other than proper considerations. The more
exalted, however, their ideas of justice and of honor
are, the more acute will be the pain they must exjwrience,
upon bring convinced that thev hive inadvertently assailedthe official reputation of a faithful public agent
while he waa in a foreign land, aix thousand miles distantfrom the scene of their accusalion.that they have,
through want of information, pronounced conduct illegal
which was strictly legal.and that, owing to false representations,they have declared "arbitrary" and "summary"acts performed after the most |«ticnt investigation,
and under the recommeudution of his legal adviser, the
United Mates minister near the court of Brazil, and after
all parties had had an opportunity of laying evidence beforehim, if they had any to produce.

In treating the subject, two points will present themselves.
first. Does a consul of the United States possess

legal power to remove an American merchant captain
from his command and,

Sevond. If such legal power is possessed by cousnls,
was it proper!) exercised by Mr. I'arks in the cases undetconsideration ?

Tho i/utthon of Power.
As in construing a statute the object which led to it*

enactment is 10 be considered, so in determining the powersof a public officer, it is equally proper to inquire for
what purpoae* he was appointed ; ithd the Supreme Court
declares that "To watch over the right* and interests of
their subjects wherever the pursuit* of commerce may
draw them, or the vicissitudes of human affairs may force
tbam. are the great objects for which comuls are disputed
by their sovereigns.".! Peterfe Dig., HM.
No act of Congress attempt* to specify all the powers

which may he exercised by consuls of the United States.
There is no statute law to authorize some of the fttost importantacts performed by consuls, but which are at Jhe
same lime constantly recognised as legal hy our courts.

ft Kent, 4U.sole.
The consular act of I7M, after specifying certain powersand duties as belonging to consuls, concludes with

the following section: *

"Sec. $ And bt Ujnrthtr turn ltd. That the spec! tic afioti
of certain power* and dude* id till* set to be exercised or

Glioimrvi iiJ ina roilllim ill ticv uuhiuii vi viikvu

lies, ihnll not bi ramineed to Ik* irrluiion of otkrri roaniitngfrom tki nature of their appointment, or Smy treaty or

convention uixler wliirli ihev may act "

I [I U. 8 Stat at !*rgr, 267.
Kent observes, in referring to Um powers specified in

the above net, that " Three particular powers and duties
are similar to tboee preeenbed to Britiah conaala, and to
eoneula under the couetilar convention between the UnitedStates and France in ITSB ; and they are in accordancewith the usages of nations, and are not to be construedto the exclusion of others, resulting from the natureof the consular appointment.".1 Kent, 48.

Yet, in the face of the foregoing section and authority,
men intelligent upon most subjects contend that consuls
do not possess the legal power to displaeo masters of merchantvessels, simply because the authority is not cryret*lyconferred by atalute.
The distinguished jurist, Kdwatd Livingston, when

Secretary of Mate, prepared general instructions to the
consols and commercial agents of the United States, Intendedto supersede all others which had been issued, and
from them the annexed article is taken
" A st. 17. The duties of a consul or rloe consul are such

as are prescribed by positive law, or sncb as arise from the
nature ol the otftce under the general commercial laws of
nations.".2 EUtrt'l Dip. Code, 432.
Under this article, it becomes important to inquire,

what ia the custom or commoh law of nations upon {he
subject under consideration I

Robert Hesketh, esq , British consul at Rio da Janeiro,
in the following letter to Mr. Parks, makes known the
custom, in thie particular, of consols representing the
first commercial nation in tbe world :

"Rio t>a Jsugiao, Oct. 17,18t».
"Dsaa sib: I have much (dearure In ootnplying with

your request by transmitting tbe tallowing remarks t

"During tire course rf my consular service, wbioh oommencedIn ihr re*' 1*1*, I »iave often Isven railed upon so

discharge the ierions rfu'y of depriving the master of a

British merchant vessel of his command, and appointing
another person to his stead.

I consider the removal of a ship-muster, wheu urgently
needed, an snavnidaidc duty ; because a coasul is the authorityattoad appointed to take oagnixtixe .( skipping
and crews, and bis office becomes useless in that portion

lar If ho dqes not remove the evident cause of a positive
uvil aboard a vessel; and I consider it a serious act, becauseutliivoldibly attended with responsibility, while for
its performance there is no more precise instruction or an/oilier justificsil >n than is ulforded by custom and precedent*,and by thn oircuinsiances of the case itself.
'Tire facts whi dt have induced ino to remove a shipmasterhave been, inability or incapacity, from any oausi-,

on the part of the master to fulfil his duty towards ids fellow-beingson board, or lowatds the owners of the vessel
and cargo t
"I bavu met cases of a total disqualification for sucb responsibleduties from habitual drunkenness, frdm mental

and bodily ailment, and front an entire absence of selfcontrol.
tA consul does not remove an unfit master by virtue of

sdPis|iecial authority, but because tbo law which upholds
the command of the muster presumes that he is iicrfeclly
qualifli'd. If, on the contrary, the master be unlit, by
constraining others to submit to hie misrule, a oonsul pervertsdrat law, which I conclude is destined lor tbe protectionof all persons and all things on bourd a vessel, and
not lor the spouiul purpose of upltoldiug the master's authority.w

' As a consul i expected and bouud to support a shipmasteragainst the bad conduct of bis crew, so also, 1 have
always enncludtd, Is a consul equally obliged to remedy
positive evils proceeding from the master's unlitness or
delinquency.
"1 may be allowed to add, thMI, acting according to tbe

above conclusions, and being in all oases mindful to obtain
clear evidence of a master's disqualification, and of the
iirrfunf rnnr4 nf p/lneltln I- n is* r Csrts »< sk kuva rtnf iitAisi-ru.i

disapprobation in any instance of removing a drip-muster
I'roin his vessel. ,

"Bolteve me, my dear sir, yours very sincerely,
"ROBERT HESKETH "

When it is considered that the powers given to consuls
by our statutes are similar to those conferred by the
written law of England, that British courts, no less than
our own, have decided that consuls possess no judicial
authority (1 Kent, 4?;) and when it is further remembered
that England is the source of all our common law, and
that the origin of this law is traceable alone to precedent,
the foregoing note of Consul Hesketh has a most importantbearing upon the legal point in this case, especially
when taken in connexion with the ninth section of our
consular act of 17112, and the seventeenth article of the
consular instructions.

Since 1812, Mr. Hesketh has been occasionally called
upon to remove merchant captains. His only authority to
do so has been precedent, and his only justification the
circumstances attending each case. Her commerce is too
dear to Great Britain, the commercial influence in Englandis too potent, to admit, for a moment of the suppositionthat any man would be continued in office for thirtysevenyears who was in the habit of violating her laws,
or whose measures had a tendency to dry up the great
fountain of her prosperity.The custom of England upon this subject might be con
sidered conclusive; but it has been thought proper to advanceone step further, and furnish evidence from the
second commercial power of Europe. Theodore Tlunay,
esq., chancellor of the French legation, and who has been
consul of France in Rio de Janeiro for some twenty-odd
years, adds his testimony, at the conclusion of the foregoingnote of Mr. Hesketh, in the following language:
" 1 entirely cuucur in iho opinion expressed by Robert

Hesketh, esq , British consul in ltiode Janeiro, in his teller
to Mr. Puiks, touching the propriety of consuls exercising
lire powei of dismissing merchant captains, aud ilio nature
of tho law or usage wlriob recognises dial power.

"Til. TAUNAV,
"Consul and Chancellor ol tho Ficncb Legation"near the court ol Brazil.

" Rio uk Janeiro, October 2d, ISO."
In the absence of a law library it is not easy to do enlirejustice to the legal question involved in this case. It

is thought, however, that this branch of the subject
might be safely left without entering farther into its
meiits; but having found reported in Hunt's Merchants'
Magazine an Opinion of one of our courts, which recognisesthe grower of consuls to inquire into the conduct of
utd to dismiss masters of merchant vessels, it is here
introduced :

"In llin cave of Copeland vs. New England Marine InlurnnccCompany, which was tried in ino supremo judicalcourt in Boston, in April last, it appeared that after the
vessel insured (the brig Adams, Captain Gillespie, of Wilmington,North Carolina) reached Jamaica, the captain,
who had taken stck on the outwatd voyage, acted in a most

lingular manner. He was a man ot good reputation
for skill and sobriety, but at that port his conduct was
very boisterous and strange ; he quarrelled with Ills physicianand bis mnte, and was almost constantly intoxicated.He took charge of the vessel, however, on
Iter return voyage to Wilmington, and the was lost on
the Isle of Pines. The delendants contended that the
vessel was unveaworthy, and dial live lost was fraudulent
an the pan of the in istcr. Judge Wilds instructed toe jury
that if a master of a vessel becomes incomprleul to the
nominate! before the vessel sails Irotn It -r outward port, tbe
mate ought to lake command, or Inter tht maittr tnymrrd
inr.i bf tht Amtru an rontul, or the consignee or agent uf the
Vastcl ; and if the vessel sails under command of a cap
tain trho is itnom/nlrnl from any rausr, und if she might
ire excuaed, even though a los» should happen from annus,;
which had no relation U the captain'* iucoinpotency.
Men nami' Magazine for 1839, /' til.

fs it necessary to aak for what purpose tbe competency
of tbe captain aboultl bave beeu inquired into by the
United States consul at Jamaica, as stated by Judge
Wilde? Surely it could bave had but one object.
tbe removal of tbe captain, by the consul, should he
have been found incompetent. But the court in Boston
went further, and substantially said that, if a captain,
who has become incompetent from aay cause, is siftlcred
to leavs a foreign port in command of a vessel, the underwritersare thereby discharged from liability in case of
Ions.
That merchant captains are occasionally dismissed by

American consuls, does not admit of doubt; and that tbe
legality of the act has not been established by direct judicialdecision, is only to be accounted for upon the suppositionthat the removals have always been satisfactory
to the parties at interest, or that the power exercised has
been considered as too plainly pertaining to the consular
office to admit of controversy.

In the sprnu of 1*48, the American whaling barque
" Herald," of Sionington, Samuel Barker master, entered
the port of Hio.de Janeiro from a cruiae. Here the vee-
sel was put in a state ( complete repair, at a coat of over
seven thousand dollars, for which tbe master drew upon
the owners. Afterahe was thus refitted, Barker entered
into a contract with a slave importer ot Kio to perform
three slave voyages to the coast of Africa, the consignee
of the vessel acting as agent in the negotiation ol the
charier. On the id of October, lb4U, the same vessel en-
tared Kio harbor, under Brazilian colors, and with the
new name of " Jnaqnina Guimaraea." Since the spring
of 184b she has bean a regular slave vessel, and ia now
claimed as Brazilian properly, under an alleged sale by
tbe vary honest master. Barker, who has never account-
ed with the owners for a cant. A demand for her summarysurrender has been made upon the imperial governmentby our able and popular minister, Mr Tod,
which is now under tbe consideration of the Brazilianauthorities. But suppose that Mr. l'ark* had becomefamiliar with the fraudulent intent of Barker,
when he was repairing the Herald in the spring of 1848,
ostensibly- for a whaling cruiae, bat in rashly for a

slave ship, what course should he have pursued ? Should
he bave invoked the interference of tbe consigner ? No;
for be himself was a party to the fraud. Would it not,
then, have become his imperative duty to dismiss '.he
master from his command, ami at once protect the owner*
and underwriter*, and rescue the American Hag from the
accursed slave trade ? There can be but on* opinion.
Keen the respected Waiter It Jones, president of the
Atlantic Mutual Insnrance Company, whose name is attachedto the New York memorial, but who now demandsconsular assistance for the recovery of the stolen
vessel, wonld have considered the act neither "illegal,"
"summary," nor "arbitrary." But could he point to the
law which in express word* authorized it? No; and
this single case illustrates the absurdity of the position
that officers appointed "to watch over the right* and interests"of the citizens of their country, cannot legally removeincompetent, unfaithful, or dishonest masters,
when such removal is necessary to the security of the
property, or safety of the persons and lives of those they
are sent thousands of miles abroad for the sole and specialobject of protecting.

Little danger is to be apprehended from consular authoritybeing improperly exercised aganut merchant captains.The only alarm to be entertained is, that consul*
too readily become instruments in the hands of tyrannicalmasters, to the prejudice of friendless crews and powerlesspassengers. Most consuls act as consignees, and
consignment* in a great measure depend upon possessing
the favor of the master. In addition to this, the influencewielded by powerful owners at home, guards effectusllyagainst improper action on the part of consuls in
respect to their vessels and property.

Masters may be considered entirely competent and
honest at the time of their appointment by the ship
owner, and yet in the cour*e of a long voyage, or even
a short one, they may prove themselves rogues, or become
utterly disqualified, by intemperance, insanity, or other
bodily or mental malady. Let the case of the brig Adams,
already cited, be taken for example. The captain left
home with a good reputation for skill and sobriety. On
reaching Jamaica bis conduct became very boisterous

and strange, and he was almost constantly intoxicated.
In such a case it is impossible for the owners to act as
the change of circumstances may demand, for they are
in the United States. And the question then presents itself,which is preferable.for the vessel and the lives of
those on board to remain under the charge of a sot or a

maniac, or for the mate to attempt to assume the commandat the hazard of mutiny and bloodshed, or for the
consul of the United States, residing in the foreign port,
by a peaceful exercise of legal power, to remove the
man who has become disqualified for his position through
misfortune or through crime h
Unworthy wen creep into every branch of busiuess,

and it is not strange that the merchant marine should
|K>seess its share of them, it is well known that a larva
proportion of the masters of vessels are gentlemen wno
adorn their profession; and they have no more dread of
consular power than honest and virtuous citizens have of
the criminal laws of the land. But there are others in
the service, strangers to the dictates of humanity, beastly
in propensity, and basely tyrannical in practice. The
latter class claim the privilege of at pleasure knocking
down their sailors with marlinespikes and belaying-pinswhen at sea, and of peremptorily ordering American
consuls to discharge tneir crews, or to cast them into
foreign and loathsome dungeons when in port.. It is they
who nave thft temerity, upon frivolous pretexts, to chain
their passengers when out upon the oeean, and who dare
to assail an American officer who presumes to investigate
their conduct when they reach his jurisdiction. In a
word, these are the men who would tain make the consular[tower limitless when it is invoked to sustain their
own barbarous and arbitrary acts, but would reduce it to
a shadow when exercised to deprive these petty swaggeringdespots of their power to oppress. *

It being tbus, as is believed, established that consuls
possess the legal power of removing masters of vessels,
it remains only to inquire if there has been an abuse of
this authority on the part of Mr. Parks; and the case
first mentioned by the memorialists is that of

The "Pacific."
In March law, the ship Pacific (H. J Tibbits, master)

entered Rio harbor, on her way to California, having on
hoard a large lumber of passengers.among them Air.
and Mrs. Griding, the former a half owner of the vessel.

Sixty .four passengers preferred charges against the
captain, under oath, before the consuf of the United
Stales, winding up with a demand for his removal.
That the half owner of the ship might be heard, Mr,

Parks requested him, and his wife also, to appear and
testify, as will appear by the following extract from one
Df the depositions in the case:

"1, Henry W.Jones, of the oity of New York, depose and
say, iInn 1 am a passenger on board the ship Pacific, bound
to California, now in tile harbor of Kio de Janeiro; that
William B. Jones (likewise a passenger) and myself are
brothers of Mrs Grilling, the witu of Mr. Grilling, one-half
owner of said slim; ami that 1 bore lo Mrs. Grilling (Mr.
Grilling not beint: at bomu) a written request Irom the consulof the United Status, requesting them both to appear
ind testify belore him as to the truth ol certain charges
made by the passengers ol said ship Pacific against Capt.
H. J. Tihbits, master thereof."
Mr. and Mrs. Griding not complying with the above

request, the consul was obliged to ascertain by secondary
evidence the views and wishes of the half owner.

Washington A. Bartlett, lieutenant United States uavy,
:ommandmg United States revenue schooner "Ewing,"
sought an interview with Mr. Griding, and afterwards
testified before the consul as follows:
" That tile said Grilling, in the presence ol a large namtierof passcnge:*, declared that he did not, and would not,

ustify the said master, Tibbits, stall; that ho knew the contactof said Tlbbtts had been most brutal, and altogether
wrong regarding lire passengers ; that he had olteu remonitratedwith said Tibbits in ho|ws of having a change in
ns conduct, but in vain That no, the said UriiGug, would
ho glad to have said Tdibits removed from the command of
he ship, if It could be done and Uial he was prepared to
(O before the United States consul in Kio de Janeiro, and
sssunt to Its being done, it it could succeed ; but lie should
ireler that the pnsseugeis shculit do it for themselves if they
onId. The said Uiigpij< hirther declared that he would
lot interpose any opposition to the removal ol said Tibbits
rom the command of the ship Pacific ; that he kuew the
passengers had been treated like bogs, aod sbaarelully in.uliedwithout cau-s, and that their forbearance under the
lirouinslanoes had been most extraordinary."
Dr. Henry W. Jones, a portion of whose deposition has

ilready been given, testified rnrttier, and as follows:
"He (Tibbits) threatened to Arc the magazine to blow

he vessel up, and Ibis was accompanied by oaths too vloentand vulgar to be repeated. 1 further slate that 1 do
not know of a single iniiatic' in which he was treated by
my passenger with incivility. * * * 1 heard bim order
ipikes to he driven in the deck, lor the purpose, as 1 supposed,ol omp< Miug the passengers to keep lo their cabin

* * 1 stale that I am a medical man, and i believe
Gaptatii Tibbits to have been habitually under the inttusnceof aideiit spin's, end certainly at times liss acted like
an insane iu.ni. Hi- conduct has been such at tunes at to
saute nil' in tear fx the safety of tho ship and the lives oi
Ihe pa*«rn**rt. 1 do not think be ought to be intrusted
withabe cliaige ami management of the ship from Rio dn
Janeiro to San Kranctsco."

Dr. J. D. H. Stillman, likewise a passenger, also testifiedin this caee; and after mentioning the grievances
under which the pome tigers long patiently suffered, proceededto my:
"At length a meeting was called, end a respectful remonstrancewas drawn no and preseuied. I was below when

it was piesented, ami bearing a confusion, ran upna dock.
ami imam ilm miiowing, tiroin t/itpiain 1.1) rou may go
lo ball wiih your paiier». I'll lie dainoed, but I'll bo raaater
ot my owu »hip I do not want any man to teaoli lue my
limy. I'll |iut ilia ship under double fueled topaaili. There
art; ptovUiutit lor » a yearn on board. ITou shall have junk
ami beans and brant and junk, and be damned to you.' Here
li>' aaid something about blowing up the ship II he beard
anything more, or something ol that Import* I do not rememlierthat during the * hole voyage, rcept on orm occa

ion,Capt. Tibbita reoeived a aing'a dtaraapeoilal word
* * * I am ior.ed ic think linn at innaa in a atare of
mental derangement or inaauily. to such a degree as lo readerhim dangerous lo the lives of passenger* s a e j
have been for the lait three yearn a practitioner of medicinein the oily of New York, where my faintly now rerides"

Wm. B. Jones, brother of Dr. Jones and of Mrs. Griffing,
testified in pert as follows:
"1 believe Captain Tibbits to be intem|>arate ; and when

Intemperate, to be insane."
J. Ross Browne, lieulensnt in the revenue service of

the United States, and author of "Browne's Whaling
Cruise and History 01 the Whale Fishery," was a passengeraboard the Pacific; and he testified respecting
Captain Tibbits aa follows
"That from tire unprovoked outrages he has com milled

upon u«, and from tbo weakness and folly of Bis general
conduct, it is evident ho is not at all limes in a proper
rate of mind lo navigate a vessel, or to have control over
so large a number of passenger*. When a
written reinonMrance of the most rerpecilul character wea
presented te Captain Tibbits, be told the gentleman who
presented it that he was a damned grumbler; that we
intttIn all go lo hell; that he wauted none ol our damned
paper* : that he would set Are In the powder magazineif wu gave him any trouble, or caused any difficulty,
and blow u* all to bell together; that he would leed us
on pork and beans, ami keep us et see nine months ; and
that he wtsnld put the ship under double-reefed topsails and
let her go."
The limits of a newspaper article forbid the introductionof further extracts from the voluminous testimony

taken in this case. The depositions here given from the
maae are selected, not that the deponents are more
respectable than the others, but because two of them, beMn|physicians, are better enabled to pronounce a correct
opinion in a case of suspected insanity or aberration of
mind occasioned by liquor; because the third ma brotherin-lawof the half owner; and because the fourth is a
gentleman whose profession ia the sea, and whose reputationas an author has caused his name to be generally
familiar to the people of the United States

Although, under the evidence before him, Mr. Parka
entertained no doubt as to the course proper to puraue,
h« npvprtllplpM Mithmittml th* mimk in th» mm tn Mr
Tod for hi* advice, and from him he received the followingdecided opinion i

"LneATum op run Unmti Stats*,
"Rio da Jeneifo, March fie, 1849.

"Sib I have examined the affidavits you left with me
touching the application of the passengers of the ship Paeiflc,bound lor California, for the removal ol the captain,
aml.ns requested, give mjr advice in the matter.
" The conduct of the captain hae been most insolent and

brutal, and the case calls loudly lor relief.
" The naesetyjers cannot, In my opinion, proceed on their

voyage with Captain Tihbits with safety. Tbeir lives
would be In great jeopardy. They have, like good end
pesuseable citixens, borne with patienoe their bard (hie until
they could appeal so ea officer ol (heir government lor relief.
That apposl le now made to you, ana it should not bo disregarded.The only relief in your power to adminieter It to
remove Captain Tibbits from the command of the vessel,
and to appoint a new captain to sail her to California; and
this course I without hesitation recommend to yen." Respectfully, yours, DAVlD TOD."

Tibbits was removed. A* noon an the fact became
known, a letter of thanks wee presented to Mr. Parke,
signed by sixty-two ot the passenger*, all of whom were
respectable American citixens, and two of tham were
brothers of the distinguished Willis Hall, of New York.

It has been statedin some of the paper* of the United
States that Cafhain Tibbits enjoyed a good reputation at

home prior to bia dismissal from the Pacific. Such way
iuvye been the fact. It ia not (infrequently the caee ilia1
tyrants at aea are sycophant* on shore. Men believed
temperate may be suddenly found intemperate, as ia illus
trated in the law ease of Copland vi. the New England
Insurance Company, already quoted; and insanity itself
must have a beginning. Culprits have aulTered on the
gallows, whose reputations were spotless prior to the
commission of the crimes which were expiated in their
blood; and consuls, like judges and juries, must be governedby the evidence belore them, when that evidence
stands unimpeached, and ia believed to be unimpeachable.
The second and last case mentioned by the New York

memorialists is that of
The "Xy'.on."

The ship Xylon reached Rio Janeiro, bound for California,in March last, and on the 30th of that month a

lengthy memorial, signed and sworn to by eighty-three
passengers, was presented to Consul Parks, representing
the outrages they had experienced at the hands of Capt.
Brown, and demanding an investigation into his conduct.
Of the thirty-odd depositions taken in this case it is

thought unnecessary to give extracts from more than two
or thren.

Dr. R. 11 Ayrea, surgeon of the Xylon, testified before
the consul as follows:
" Having be'-n placed on board of the ship by ber ownersand agent in Baltimore, in the capacity of surgeon and

confidential agent," "in accordance with my sense ol the
duties arid obligations that rest on me, and Ir m the regard 1
have lor the supercargo ol the freight, Mr Jos. W. Pinlvy,
who is now oti his way to Valparaiso, via Panama, 1 notify
you that the course ol conduct pursued by Capt. Brown towardsthe passengers of both cabin and steerage is so insultingand oppressive, that 1 entertain no doubt, il he
is suffered to pursue the voyage at commander ot the
Xylon, the safety ol (he vessel and curgo, and the lives of
the passengers, would bo greatly jeoparded thereby. A resistanceto oppression, and resentment of insult, bold and
violent, it seems to me, are to odour before we arrive at the
port of our destination. 1 therefore think the removal ol
Capt. Brown is advisable, and highly necessary and importantto all concerned."
John O'Donnell (who produced his authority to act as

agent of the absent supercargo) testified as follows :

"1 am acting ou board the ship Xyleu, in the capacity of
an ageut lor Jus. W. Pinley, supercargo of said ship ; and
from the conduct of J A. Brown, captain, 1 am constrain

rd, from a sense of duty, to request your interference to
make suPti change in the officers of said ship as may seem
to you proper. 1 consider It unsure, both with
regard to my own li e and the safety of the large amount ol
goods committed to rny charge, to proceed to sea with the
tnuster and mutes now on tha ship, as a violent resistance
to their inhuman conduct is in my opinion unavoidable."
Of the treatment received by the passengers, a slight

idea may be formed by the selection of two instances. It
seems by several depositions that Mr. Pratt, a cabin passenger,became intoxicated on liguv sold to him by one
of the inferior officers of the ship. Thereupon the captaintold Pratt he was "always drunk," when the latter
rejoined by telling the former that he "lied," and then
took place what is related as follows by the agent of the
supercargo:

"I, John O'Donnell, being duly sworn on the Holy Kvanfolis'sof Almighty God, do testily that ou or about the 27tli
'ebruary 1 saw Mr. Cbarles Pratt, a cabin passenger on

the ship Xyion, struck and knocked down by Capt Brown,
and choked and put in irons After having put Mr. Pra't
in irons, lie caused hnnlo be taken lo (he cabin; and while
there, and still in irons, Mr. Pratt was struck and choked by
Brown until lie fainted. Mr. Pratt was then put in his
berth, and kept there in irons lor about twenty-four hours."
By the following deposition it will be seen that the pas

sengers were compelled to drink water which had been
caught upon the decks when they were covered with filth,
such as soap-suds, hog manure, chicken dung, &e., &c.,
there being at the same time, as is established by other
depositions, an abundance of pure water on board.
Archer Hays Janett testified that.
"There was a quantity ol rain water caught and put in

the hogsheads wncu the ducks wero iu the filthiest condition,covered with suds used by passengers washing,
together .with hog maniiie, chicken dung, grease, and filth
ol every de-cription ; and this water was given out lo us to
drink. This occurred within a lew days' sail ol this port.
This water produced violent diarrbu; i ou several ol the
passeugers.
That Mr. Parks would here been anttiort/ed lo removethe master of the Xylon on the application of the

agent of the supercargo, a-id of the confidential agent of
the owners, who was also surgeon of the ship, without
regard to the causes which gave rise to the application,
probably does not admit of a great deal of doubt.

In the second volume of the Merchants' Magazine,
February, lslu, page lull, thers is reported the case of
the schooner industry, which sailed froin Quebec fu#
,\1on lego bay. At the latter place the supercargo dischargedthe master. In a suit for the recovery of the
insurance, one point made by tbe underwriters was, that
the supercargo had no right to dischatge tlte original
master. It was by mutual consent referred to Chancellor
Kent of New York, and Sir J. Campbell, the Queen's
Attorney General, and tbe opinion given by each was,
that the supercargo had a right, as tbe representative of
the owners of tbe vessel, to change the master.

But to leave no room for doubt, Mr. Parks entered
into a thorough investigation of the facts in the presence
of the American ministry from whom he received the
following advice :

'Lxoatios UtrraD Status,
" Kiode Janeiro, April 2, 1819.

" Sin: 1 have, * requeued, been prearnt at, ami paiilci
paled in, the examination ol (be complaints ol tbe pasaen
Iter* ol the ibip Xylon, againat Captain Brown, and, In
view ol the whole mailer, am oodauatned to adviae that
you remove In in from bia command.
" I ant mnaiblo that the power you are called upon to eaerotaein ihia imtance la a delioate one, and ealle lor ureal

deliberation and tound diacriminalion. Helievinjr, aal do,
liowovur, that the live* of tboae on bodrd would lie put in
jeopardy if tbe veeaol i« auflered to proceed on her voyage
under the command of Captain Brown s painful aa tbe taak
inay be to yoti to remove bim from bis command, yeaar
dtafjr. ln my opinion, compel* yon to do ao.

" Koaiiectl.tily, your obedient servant.^ DAVID TOD."
It ia unneceeaary to add that Brown waa removed.
The fiaaeengere of the Pacific ami the Xylon were not

from tbe pauper houses of Europe. "ntey were not aent
abroad by charitable aocietiee to rescue them from starvation,or their conntry from a repletion in ita population.So, tbey were men whose highest glory waa to
alarm the title of American citizens. They formed a

portion of the band who left their home, ana all ita tan
der associations, to plant a mighty empire on the shores
ol tbe PaciAe. The moat of tbem were of the very bone
and ainew of tbe land.patriotic, energetic, and reaolate.
The tillers of the soil, each profession, and almost every
branch of the mechanic and fine arts, had their representatives'aboard those ships. The paasags money they bad
paid in advance, and which gave them a vested interest
in the ahipa until they reached their destination,
waa sufficient to purchase each a farm in any of the
State* or territories of the West.' Few brought funds
with them from the United States, and probably most of
them had exhausted their available means in procuring
their outfits and paying the very large sum required for
their fare.

Scarcely had these free-horn citizens of the United
States reached the high sea, before they were treated as

none but a brutal tyrant would treat bis alaves. Insult,
degradation, threats, violence, were heaped upon rhem.
Tbe passengers remonstrated, but in vain. The half
owner of the Pacific remonstrated, but in vain. The snrireoaof the Xvlon and the acent of tbe supercargo retnon-
strated. but in vain. The petty tyrant*, who had «o long
enjoyed the privilege of flogging end maltreating their
friendless seamen with impunity, could recogniee no differencebetween the sailor and the passenger, when once,
a* they imagined, beyond the reach of law. The ships
reached Rio de Janeiro. The passenger* found themselvessix thousand miles from home, and twice six thousandfrom their point of destination. They had thus far
withheld from a resort to force and an appeal to their
natural rights, in the hope of having their grievances redressedby the consul of the United States at Kio; and
now, before the officer of their country who bad been appointed*' to watch over their rights and interests" they
laid bare the outrages under which they had suffered,
and the dangers to which they had been exposed.
What courss was left to Mr. Parks» Was he to turn

loose, as paupers, upon a far-distant foreign shore, nearly
two hundred unoffending fellow-citizens, alike ignorant
of the language of the country, and destitute of means to
take them forward or to carry them back P Was he to
suffer those vessels to prpceed to sea in the state in which
tbey entered the harbor, with the moral certainty staring
him in the face that mutiny, bloodshed, death, muat follow?(Jr was he not rather to dismiss two single individuals,who had been guilty of the only wrong, whose
brutal conduct merited the severest punishment, and
whose presenee endangered life, and placed at hazard the
safety of the ships? Surely, from an American public
there can be but one response
Had Tibbita and Brown been suffered to remain in

command of the Pacific and Xylon, consequences too appallingto contemplate must inevitably have ensued
Freemen who had for weeks submitted to every species
of tyranny and outrage, m the hope of obtaining redree*

, t .1

from their consul in Rio. finding themselves dimppoiatodin their expectation, and again upon the ooeaa, with a
I'tumage of mouth* still before them, would have brovud
uil consequences, and become thsir own deliveran at MM
price oi blood. And what man. within whose boasts
throbs an American heart, could have condemned Usees i
The venerable James Ferguson, United Stales naval

storekeeper in Rio.a gentleman who has been identified
with the naval service of his country through a lolE,
eventful, and honorable life, after having examined tK
evidence in the cases of the Pacific and the Xylon.MMtime subsequent to tlie dismissal of Tibbits and Brows,
addressed a note to Mr. Parks, from which ths foUowu^is an extract:
" Apart and dlstinut from the testimony taken In the Matter,though essentially connected with the facts thereto set

forth, woii-auibeiiiicated circumstances oaiue to my knowledgewhiuh aitdrded the strongest ground to believe that. If
the ships Pacific and Xylon had proceeded to sea froc. Jris
port under the command severally of Tibbits arid Brown,
with the complainants on board, the most deplorable
consequences might justly have been apprehended. It is
therefore iny opinion that you oonsntted not only toe Inter
estsof the owners and underwriters, bat much highertotac
ests than either of them.the interests of humanity.h» removingirotn their respective commands the masters. Tipbitsand Brown"
Such is but a glance at the two cases of removst of

which complaint was made by the respectable memorialistsof New York. It is no less a pleasure to the writer
than a duty to them to reiterate here that their signataMS
were inadvertently placed to the memorial, in the abeeaaa
of a proper knowledge of the facts.
And now, that the public may be in possession of Mr.

Parka's entire action in the matter of removals, it ia
thought proper to introduce the only two additional oases
in which he has ever exercised the power of dismissing
a master of a vessel.

The "Friendship." !
It is believed this case has never met the public eye.The day before the schooner Friendship sailed from New

Orleans her intended master murdered the woman with
whom he had lived, because she would not accompany
him, and then cut his own throat. On the spur of the m*mentthe consignees picked up Captain Paine, and placedhim in command. When the vessel reached Rio she requiredrepairs; but sogross was the intemperance of the
captain, that Mr. Parks was obliged to direct one of the
passengers to oversee the work. To such a master, selectedin such a way, were committed the lives of twen- !
ty-two male and female passengers, in addition to his of- i
heers and crew ; and such a master, selected in such a
way, intelligent men are found who claim that a consul '

has no power to remove.
On the 29th of May Ia6t, the two mates, the crew, and

the twenty-two passengers, submitted the following humbleprayer to Mr. Parks :

"We, the undersigned, officers, passengers, and marinersof the schooner Friendship, from New Orleans, bound ;
to San Francisco, California, do petition your honor to to- [
nova from command of said schooner Captain T. O. Pates. I

if .Ifor r>< lt,. nl..r... v...., hnnll, Hut,

hiin inevitable. We do not consider him qualified for a
commander, and during the voyage he has baeu under the
influence o! liquor tnauy times, and has given order* which
would"have proved dUastrous to ourselves and the resetl,
whilst in u stale of Intoxication. His conduct towards the
passengers on frequent occasions has been grossly insult*
ing. Since our arrival in this port he has been in a state nf
intoxication, incapacitating httn for the discharge of hie
duty, and wo do not consider our lives and property tale
under hit command. Therefore we pray you will give
your petitioners a hearing."
While Mr. Parka was in the act of taking testimony '

in tliia case, an agent of the owners of the Friendship
arrived in a steamer from the United States, and IMIpectedlyfound the schooner in the port of Rio. This .,

gentleman, as soon as he became familiar with the facts,
addressed the following note to Mr. Parks:

"Kio ox janxiho, June 14,1849.
"3m i I, the agent of the owners of the schooner Friendship,now lying in this harbor, bereby request you to remove

T. O. Paine Irom her command; and intending to take
command of her, 1 hereby request you to appoint m# her
master, and Mr. Jones sailing-master. , For my authority to
ask tins, 1 exhibit to you a power of attorney from the
owners, a copy oi which I leave with you.

"CHARLES BISHOP."
The annavad extract ia from the JKUgOt of attorney ra|ferred to by Mr. Riabop:
s'Kuow all men by these presents; That we, 0 * ft

owners uf the schooner Friendship, * * *, do hereby
constitute and appoint Charles Bishop, who is one of the
joint-owners ol said schooner to be our true, sndfofoat,
and iawlul attorney, tor us and in our names, and for out
use and buuelit, to lake potsessiou of tin* said anknoaar
wherever she may be found, and to discharge the present
master and otttcers, and craw thereof, or any ons or near*
ot tiie tame, and to appoint and employ others in folly
stead."
Paine was, of course, at once dismissed by Mr. Parks

But suppose the agent Bishop had not, by aaars nhaass,
arrived before the departure of the Friendship.' In that
evvnt, was the consul to permit her to go to ma midst the
command of a man habitually drunk, aad who, whoa .drunk, according to the testimony of his awa officer*
gave orders which, if obeyed, would hars resulted ia the
loss of the vessel, and in the'destruction of all on board*
Is the preservation of American citizens upon the high
seas to be left to chanceSimply because the agent ol
the owners did not happen to be upon the spot, wan the
officer appointed "to watch over the rights and interatoT*
of his countrymen to suffer the lives of men and woawfo,
hi «a> nothing of the safety of vessel and cargo, to an
placed in jeopardy by permitting the drunken ana iaosatpetentcaptain to remain in command I Surely not. Yet.
accord iug to the doctrine of those who deny the power of
consuls to remove merchant captains, the besotted Paina
must have remained in lb* position ol master aad gsard

ianof American citizens and American properly hat far
the accidental arrival of the agent Bishop. What position
could be mors revolting to common ssoas f
The only additional removal made by Mr. Parks was

in the instance of
7Yf "Sacramento "

For ever having heard of ihia cane, the public is indebtedto the proceedings of what was eiyled a meeting
of American ship-masters Several merchant captains,
in the exercise of a perfect right, met in a tavern at Rio,
for the purpose of expounding maritime law, and o» Satiningtoe powers of consuls, and the relations existing
between supercargoes and ma- are; and, after due delft*
cration, they overruled the opinions of Chancellor Kent
and Sir J. Campbell, the Queen's Attorney General, and
denounced Mr. Parks for having been governed by such
poor authority. By a special resolution, the wttiw
considerately ordered it* decision to bo for waidsd to the
Attorney General of the United States, who, although ft
the front rank of bis profession, was thereby made familiarwith a legal principle he bad nevar mat with ft
the books Those individuals want one step farther
than the konoiable and intelligent memorialists of Now
York would be disposed to follow. They not only eontendedthat consols had no legal power to remove mas- #
tars of vessels, but decided that the duly authorized '

agents of the owners possessed no such right. Bat, beforeproceeding with the subjlet. it is bat justiae to tka
great mass of the sensible and highly respectable merchantcaptains in the Rio trade, to say that tbey neither
participated in, nor approved of, the proceedings at that
meeting. , ,In May last, the schooner 8acnunsnto reached Rio
from New Orleans, on her way to California. On the 1st
of June the following note was placed in the hands of
Mr. Parks: ~

"Hio ok Jassibo, Jum I, IMP.
"Duimii A* agent tor John Rcrton, esq . the owns* , J

of the American schooner Sacramento, now lying In this I
port, 1 deem It >njr duty to request the removal of her
present usoisiuidsi. Captain William !»ng, and desire
that yon will appoint in his stead a suitable person so anvt,.i.Use vessel on tier passage to San Fraaoisoo, California.
T herewith hand yon true copies Ol the power aad agreementunder which 1 act from Mr. Egerton.

Very respectfully yoar obedient servant,
"CHAS. 8. McRAE."

The subjoined is an extraet from the power referred to
by Mr. McRae, the original having barn exhibited for the
inspection of Mr. Tod and Mr Parks:
"Do the best yoa can in any and ail the circansstsnqseln

which yoa may be placed for the interest of aU. Take
good onre of the stores and the vessel. * * * Dispose of
tka nasal I f as#ese ama <aa alkiah ikia tar ill Km VIMf eilthAriltf

I hmbr empowering jrou 10 ut for me in the milw m
reerjf way at xj m*»lf up** tkf »pnt" ~ 1
Apart from the opinion of Chancellor Kent, already

cited in the cnee of the Xylon, no eeneible anoeonfi
call in question the authority of McIUe, under the above j
power, to remove the captain. le it naked, what reamme has the master in euch a caee if the diftmiaaal in improperlymade! The anewer in ohvioee. Let bine mm
for damage*; and if there hae keen no eondaet on hia
part to authorize hia removal, he need not fear that a
lury of hi* country will fail to award hia fall indemnity.

it ia due to the supercargo to introdaae the Mionrac
tentimony of Dm. H. L. and (jL [,. Hons*, and the othar
eleven paMengers aboard the Kacrametito:
"Being atked by Mr. Cbajiae S. MeKm, agent far the

owners, what are our nentiment* in agar< I to the rameval
of Cap* Wra. Ixmg, w# do < h.-rfuliy anewort that H
meet* with our entire and hearty appronatled } the% ttaa
*ueh Intewoera and obaervauon ol his conduct utftliri
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